LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN ^AMBUDlRl

Rama Narayan Vyas speaks ofBhagavata as that which tries
to achieve a transformation of human tendencies through the soft,
pleasant and perfumed path of devotion. In his words, it has been
"successful in its objective so much so, that it has wielded more
influence than the Upanishads, have saved more lives from being
lost than any other Hindu scripture, has inspired innumerable lives
to make supreme sacrifice, and contribute to the upliftment of
humanity and has given a new tone of sublimation to Indian litera-
ture."61 Vazhakunnam has rightly understood the necessity of this
Bhagavata culture which he tries to develop and propagate through
his work Laghubhagavatam.

Vazhakunnam has commented on Bhagavata; he has given
various discourses on Bhagavata and again we find him having
written many dramas and poems based on Bhagavata situations.
Still again he has written this Laghubhagavatam. It makes one
think why Vazhakunnam is so much inspired by
Srimadbhagavatam. Bopadeva's words provide sufficient light in
this aspect. According to him Bhagavata has a unique character.
It is usual to classify Sanskrit literature under three heads from a
junctional point of view or the ways in which the three forms
enforce, persuade or attract the reader or listener to follow the
percepts dealt with. The veda commands like a lord, puranas
pursuade like friends, and poetry entices like the loving wife.
Now Bopadeva says that, although the Bhagavata is counted
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